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From the Groups and Sections Coordinator 
by Blakeley Nixon 

I received a many responses when I put out a call for contributions so thank you very much. I am 

sorry if I was not able to include your contribution in this edition, but I will try to include these in 

future editions.  

Groups Hub Updated – I have been updating the online Groups Hub. It has been restructured and 

nearly everything has been updated in some way but highlights include-  

 A new FAQ page (please get in touch with any suggestions) 

 An ‘Events and Activities’ guide and ‘Event Ideas’ from groups. 

 A ‘Media Mentions’ page where groups can add clippings, links and text from local 

newspapers articles discussing group activities.  

 Presentation slides, photos and reports from previous GRAMs (including 2015) 

You will need to sign in to Google and if you have received this newsletter you should also have 

access to the hidden areas of the Hub.  If you are struggling to gain access, you can read through a 

short guide or email blakeley@humanism.org.uk for help.  

Existing support – Remember you can add your activities to the BHA’s Groups’ Events Calendar,  

order marketing materials and invite BHA staff speakers to come and speak to your group online.   

GRAM 2015 
More than 70 delegates representing 42 Groups joined BHA staff in central London for the Groups 

Representatives’ Annual Meeting 2015. The programme included a mixture of interesting 

presentations, training, and interactive sessions.  

Andrew Copson started proceedings when he talked about 

the role Partner Groups play within the BHA and the wider 

humanist movement.  Jennie Johnson, of hosts Farnham 

Humanists, explained how the group was set up and how it 

has grown over the past 11 years and provided some great 

ideas on how groups could emulate this success. Head of 

Education Luke Donnellan gave an update on the BHA’s School Speakers programme and even got 

delegates involved an activity used in the classroom. Pavan Dhaliwal and Richy Thompson then 

talked about BHA’s International, National and Local Campaigns and discussed how Groups can work 

to affect change at a local level.  Liam Whitton provided advice on communications discussing how 

groups can best use online social media and interact with the local press. Pavan and Andrew Copson 

then provided some advice and training in interview and media techniques for groups wishing to 

engage with local radio and TV. The day was rounded off by a Q&A with a panel of BHA Staff.  There 

was also a great deal of open discussion and exchanges of ideas during the breakout sessions, coffee 

breaks, and workshops.  

If you have any suggestions for training, ideas for interesting speakers, or simply thoughts on what 

might make GRAM 2016 even better, email groups@humanism.org.uk.   You can find presentation 

slides and photos on the GRAM 2015 page of the recently updated Groups Hub. 

https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/faqs
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/runningagroup/events-and-activities
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/resources-for-groups/media-mentions
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/GRAM
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/GRAM/gram-2015
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/viewing-hidden-pages-on-this-site
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/viewing-hidden-pages-on-this-site
mailto:blakeley@humanism.org.uk
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/materials/
https://humanism.org.uk/community/local-groups/bha-speakers/
mailto:groups@humanism.org.uk
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/GRAM/gram-2014
https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/
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GRAM 2015 – Photos album 
Here is a small selection of photos from the day. You can find more on the Hub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAM 2015: Website of the Year Award 

At GRAM, the winner of the 2015 'Website of the Year' Award 

was Farnham Humanists (http://farnham.humanist.org.uk/).  The 

title was awarded based on five criteria - first impressions, 

content, navigation, mobile 

friendliness, and the inclusion of 

humanist ceremonies information.  

 

The BHA's ICT Manager Andrew 

West explained ‘the Farnham Humanists website looks clean and 

modern, clearly explains what they are and what they do, and it's up to 

date with their upcoming events. It's exactly the kind of site we love to 

see from our Partner Groups’. 

https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/home/GRAM/gram-2015/gram-2015-photos
http://farnham.humanist.org.uk/
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Groups and remembrance  
 

Many Partner Groups chose to mark this year’s Remebrance Day despite 

sometimes being excluded from official ceremonies. You can find out more 

about the BHA’s campaign for more inclusive 21st century Remebrance services 

on the ‘For all Who Serve’ website. 

For the first time, two members of Essex Humanists were able to present a wreath at their local 

ceremony in Shoeburyness.  

In previous years, our only overseas group 

Humanists of Murcia, have laid a wreath 

of poppies at the Remembrance Day 

ceremonies organised for the expat 

community in Spain.  

This year a more lasting memorial was 

planted in the form of a red flowering 

cherry tree at the Plaza Miguel Angel 

Blanco, Mazarrón. Permission had been given to use the site by Alcaldesa Alicia Jimenez who was 

represented at the ceremony by Juan Miguel Muñoz Blaya, the councillor responsible for parks and 

gardens of the Ayuntamiento. A stone brass plaque in Spanish and English was also mounted, 

permanently positioned alongside the tree. A video of the ceremony can be found on YouTube.   

Stephen Starr, committee member of South Hampshire Humanists 

was invited to lay wreath and say a few words at the Remembrance 

Sunday ceremony Southampton. He was one of the official ‘multi-

faith’ representatives. Southampton city council is one of the few 

that allow humanist participation in remembrance.  

 

In Cheltenham, Phil Cork laid the wreath on behalf of Gloucestershire 

Humanists and Defence Humanists. The service was almost entirely religious 

with the exception of the following commitment read by Able Cadet Eliot 

Smith that Phil thought was interesting – ‘We pledge ourselves anew to our 

work in support of the wartime generation and to all those in other conflicts 

since. We promise to do everything possible to help where there is a need, 

and to ensure that they may enjoy the years that lie ahead in comfort and 

dignity and contentment’. 

Chichester City Council invited Chichester Humanists to lay a wreath at the 

local cenotaph in a separate event to the official religious ceremony held 

earlier that day. Local BHA Celebrant and Chichester Humanist member 

Andrew Edmondson led the ceremony which was filmed and reported in the 

local press. You can read about the group’s campaign for a more inclusive 

Remembrance ceremony on the Chichester Observer website.  

http://forallwhoserve.org.uk/
http://www.essexinfo.net/essexhumanists
http://www.facebook.com/groups/humanistgroup.murcia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0be1G-RKqi8
http://southhamps.humanist.org.uk/
http://glos.humanist.org.uk/
http://glos.humanist.org.uk/
http://www.chichester.co.uk/news/local/video-humanists-mark-the-fallen-in-chichester-1-6406850
http://www.chichester.co.uk/news/local/video-humanists-mark-the-fallen-in-chichester-1-6406850
http://www.chichester.co.uk/news/local/chichester-humanists-will-not-join-remembrance-sunday-service-1-7045449
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Humanist Ceremonies on your group’s Website 

by Hannah Hart, BHA Ceremonies Marketing Officer and Secretary of Gloucestershire Humanists 

As part of the update of the Groups Hub I have drafted advice about the 

information your group might like to publish about Humanist Ceremonies on its 

website. This short guide will make it easy for all partner groups to ensure that 

their website provides clear and comprehensive information about the three 

main ceremony types provided by BHA celebrants (namings, weddings, and 

funerals) and also about the BHA-accredited celebrants who work in your area.  

 The BHA is aware of how much celebrants and local groups have to gain from 

working together:  many new members discover Humanism after attending one 

of our ceremonies, and similarly enquirers go to local group websites to find information about 

ceremonies. That said, we appreciate that not every partner group includes someone who is 

comfortable writing about ceremonies in detail, hence our efforts to make this as easy as possible 

for you.  

 As a minimum, and in line with the BHA Partnership Agreement, we hope that every partner group 

website will mention each ceremony type by name (i.e. namings, weddings and funerals), explain 

something about what these are and also provide a link to the BHA’s find-a-celebrant webpage that 

enables enquirers to search for a celebrant by postcode.  

 Don’t forget that the BHA’s ceremony webpages were relaunched earlier in the year and include a 

whole range of information, including links to short (3 minute) videos explaining each ceremony 

type.  

Event report: Dr Phil Hammond – C.L.A.N.G.E.R.S. 
by Charlie Yianoullou, Guildford and Woking Humanists 

On Tuesday 3 November, 180 people were at the 

Guildford’s Trinity Centre for Guildford & Woking 

Humanists’ and Farnham Humanists’ sold out event 

featuring Dr Phil Hammond.  Dr Hammond is an NHS 

doctor, campaigner, health writer, investigative 

journalist, broadcaster, speaker and comedian. He has 

been an NHS doctor for over 20 years, presented five 

series of Trust Me, I’m a Doctor and appeared many 

times on Have I Got News for You and Countdown.  

The audience was totally enthralled by Dr Phil’s mix of comedy and advice on how to live a better 

life. In his talk, titled ‘How to get the Most from your One Wild and Precious Life’, he argued that 

most lives need living not medicalising and for 90% of symptoms, you’re better off with a dog than a 

doctor. CLANGERS is a good model for living well, with or without illness. Connect, Learn, be Active, 

Notice, Give back, Eat well, Relax and Sleep, not forgetting your five portions of fun. The evening was 

nicely rounded off with a book-signing. 

https://sites.google.com/a/humanism.org.uk/groups-hub/setting-a-group-up/becoming-a-partner
https://humanism.org.uk/ceremonies/find-a-celebrant/
https://humanism.org.uk/ceremonies/
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Upcoming group events 
 

December, Chris Johnson – ‘A Better Life’ UK tour 

A few issues ago, we explained that groups could arrange a screening 

and Q&A with Chris Johnson, writer, director, and presenter  of the 

film ‘A Better Life: An Exploration of Joy and Meaning in a World 

Without God’. In the film Chris explores issues of joy and meaning and 

travels around the globe meeting people from all walks of life and 

backgrounds who challenge the false stereotypes of atheists as 

immoral and evil.  For December,  Chris has arranged a tour of local 

humanist groups and student societies and will be visiting the 

University of Southampton Atheist Society on the 8th, Stockton-on-

Tees for Northeast Humanists on 10th, Oxford Humanists  on the 11th, 

the Leicester Secular Society on 13th, and finishing in London for a 

screening with the UCL and Imperial AHS groups on 14 December. 

If you would like to arrange a screening for 2016, and arrange an online Q&A, you can email Chris on 

chris@theatheistbook.com.  

North Yorkshire Humanists – ‘Theology in disguise: reflections on the limits of reason’ 

19:30, 5 January, the Denham Room of the Priory Centre, York. 

Dr Stuart Jesson  will give a talk which aims to explore the limits of reason and 

the ‘character’ of reality as a whole. Professor Jesson lectures in Philosophy, 

Religion, and Ethics at York St John University. He could be described as 

‘something like a Christian’ – although this may well depend on who is doing the 

describing, and how they are feeling on the day.  

 

Dorset Humanists - Inside alcoholics anonymous: can a non-existent god really cure alcoholism?  

14.00, 12 December, Moordown Community Centre, Bournemouth. 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) has become a widely accepted and media-

approved treatment for problem drinkers. Yet while AA’s social worth is 

rarely challenged, its efficacy rate, estimated to be as little as 5%, appears 

comparable to that of spontaneous remission.  Jon Stewart will be sharing 

his experiences of the rock’n’roll lifestyle, alcoholism and recovery, as he 

answers these questions and more in this fascinating and entertaining 

presentation.  

Central London Humanists - Yuletide Party! 

18:30 , 12 December, The Queen's Head, Theobalds Road, London 

There will be dancing, debate, cocktails and merriment. Put on your glamorous party 

dress or fancy dress if you wish for an evening of fun and frivolity. A light buffet is 

included and you can book tickets online. 

http://www.theatheistbook.com/products/a-better-life-an-exploration-of-joy-meaning-in-a-world-without-god
http://www.theatheistbook.com/products/a-better-life-an-exploration-of-joy-meaning-in-a-world-without-god
https://www.facebook.com/events/1528122980846498/
http://www.northeast-humanists.org.uk/news/teesside-humanist-group-chris-johnson-a-better-life-10th-dec-2015-ts19-0qj/
http://oxfordhumanists.org.uk/wordpress/?tribe_events=chris-johnson-presents-the-film-of-his-book-the-better-life
http://www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1858&date=20151213
https://www.facebook.com/events/188950494783074/
mailto:chris@theatheistbook.com
http://www.meetup.com/North-Yorkshire-Humanists/events/227266781/
https://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=York+YO1+6ET,+York,+gb
http://dorset-humanists1.blogspot.co.uk/2015/11/inside-alcoholics-anonymous-can-non.html
https://www.google.com/maps?hl=en-GB&q=Moordown+Community+Centre,+Coronation+Avenue,+Moordown+Bournemouth+BH9+1TW
https://www.facebook.com/events/1664724440463585/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Queens+Head/@51.520691,-0.1169827,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x8d3131a703c9b873?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjNxqiUi8DJAhUDvhQKHYjeB9sQ_BIIajAL
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/central-london-humanists-yuletide-mythmas-party-tickets-19357201912
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Upcoming BHA events 
CFI UK Day Conference – Science in the Media: Dodgy Science Reporting, 

Ghostbusting, and Doctor Who 

10.30, 12 December – Conway Hall, London 

Centre for Inquiry UK, the British Humanist Association and Conway Hall Ethical 

Society present: Hear about the science of Doctor Who from a scientist who is 

also a consultant to the show's writing team, find out about the credibility 

(scientifically and otherwise) of ghosthunting TV programme from a former 

ghosthunter now turned ghostbuster, and discover just how much awful science 

reporting there really is in our national press. 

BHA London Choir –Sara Pascoe's Christmas Assembly 

20:00, 14 – 16 December, Battersea Arts Centre, London 

The London Choir enjoyed working with comedian Sara Pascoe 

so much at their 2015 One Life concert, that when she asked 

them to be a part of her Christmas Assembly, they jumped at the 

opportunity. For three nights you can join Sara and the choir  for 

a Christmas get together of songs, fables and celebrations. 

Expect all your favourite brand-new Christmas traditions in one 

show! 

Blackham Lecture 2016 - Young People and Society 

19:00, 8 January 2016, Moseley Exchange, Birmingham 

How much are young people engaged in civil society? Does that 

engagement need to be improved, and if so how? Birmingham Humanists 

are delighted to welcome Professor Helen Haste to give the 2016 Blackham 

Lecture, the BHA's main annual event in the Midlands.  

Darwin Day Lectures 2016 

10 and 12 February, Kings Road Centre, Newcastle and Institute of Education, London 

Each February, people around the world come together 

for Darwin Day, a celebration of the life of Charles Darwin 

and his enormously influential discovery of evolution by 

natural selection. The BHA has organised a Darwin Day 

Lecture in London each year since 2003.  

As it is the largest event of its kind in Britain, with over 

1,000 people registering to attend the sold-out lecture in 

each year, the BHA plans to entertain more guests than 

ever in 2016 by hosting events in both Newcastle and 

in London. In Newcastle on 10 February, Cognitive and Evolutionary Anthropologist Dr Tom Scott will 

ask ‘How Darwinian is Cultural Evolution?’. In London on the 12 February, bestselling author and 

biologist Professor Jerry Coyne will ask ‘Evolution and Atheism: best friends forever?’.  Both will be 

chaired by BHA Patron Prof. Richard Dawkins.  

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/conway+hall/@51.5196682,-0.1183506,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x5e3d11c0198df26e?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwih2_uT687JAhUF0xQKHXI2CqcQ_BIIogEwGA
http://london.humanistchoir.org/event/sara-pascoes-christmas-assembly/?instance_id=21
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Battersea+Arts+Centre/@51.4649564,-0.1628988,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x487605a30664363f:0x8c4dc8039fda2851
https://humanism.org.uk/civi/?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/event/info&reset=1&id=160
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Moseley+Exchange/@52.4457836,-1.8890864,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xa4ce4d1584b8036e?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi437X36s7JAhVIRBQKHcp5AzQQ_BIIZjAN
http://www.birminghamhumanists.org.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/King's+Road+Centre/@54.9786378,-1.6176266,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x487e70cc72b9d99b:0xfd6d7a036afb06ee
http://humanism.org.uk/darwindayncl
http://humanism.org.uk/darwindayldn

